12 Clause, Sentence, and Discourse Patterns 



A # Nepal i « 



The basic analysis followed for Nepali is that of Bandhu, Dahal, 
Holzhausen, and Hale (1971) » The phonemic inventory of Nepali is rep- 
resented in word-list orthography in Figure 13 • Capital letters are 
used for backed or retroflexed consonants, a, represents a mid, central** 
to-back unrounded vowel, and S represents a low, central-to-front un- 
rounded vowel # (In Hari, Nepali texts, Part III of this volume, the mid, 
central-to-back vowel is also written a,, but the low, central-to-front 
vowel is written aa . In Bandhu, Clause patterns in Nepali, Part II of 
this volume, the mid, central-to-back vowel is written x and the low, 
central -to-front vowel is written _a # ) 

Nasalization of vowels is contrastive, though nasal— oral pairs are 
common only for the vowel, a,. In word list orthography nasalization is 
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represented by a subscript, a. (in Hari, Nepali texts, and in Bandhu, 
Clause patterns in Nepali, ~~ nasalization is represented by a single 
quote following the vowel, a*. ) 

Length in vowels can arise from at least three sources in Nepali: 

1) from emphatic enunciation: 

amilo sour 

ami:lo sour (emphatic) 

2) from elision of intervocalic h in normal speech: 

slow speech normal speech 

maha maa honey 

cehera ceera face appearance 

3) from vowel sequences produced by affixation: 

dii she gave 

Aside from exceptions such as these, length is not a contrastive feature 
for vowels in Nepali. 

Breathiness is an automatic feature of vowels which follow breathy 
consonants (bh, dh, Dh, jh, gh) # Breathiness is not contrastive in Nepali 
vowels* 

For further details see Bandhu et # al # , 1971 • 
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Figure 13 • Nepali phonemes in word list orthography. 
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